OF MOTHBALLS 


Our men in New York — yep, 
the Jaws net is spreading! — 
send word that a major David 
Bowie world tour is being set 
up for 1983. With three films 
and several new musical 
Projects scheduled for release 
next year, those within earshot 
of the confident and relaxed 
maestro report he’s once again 
full of enthusiasm for live work. 
Already, top US lawyers, 
accountants and tour managers 
have been recruited to prepare 
the groundwork, but no definite 
band line-up's been fixed as 
ye 

KIDNAP DWARF IN 

ROADBLOCK FRACAS: 
After a recent Bollocks 
Brothers gig — yep, they're 
still going — manager Jock 
MacDonald was ferrying 
quantities of backline and 
lighting gear home in a Jaguar. 
In the grim light of early 
morning stretched a thin blue 
line of our fave men conducting 
a massive ‘stop and search’ 
check for Road Tax evasion — 
they said. Naturally, our Jock 
gets flagged to the roadside. 
“Watcha got in the car?” asks 
a suspicious sergeant. “Band 
equipment and a dwarf in the 
boot,” answers Jock, truthfully! 
And before you could say 
“Dixon”, our hero's 
spreadeagled on the pavement 
having cuffs slapped on his 
wrists! “A DWARF — we're 
doing you mate...” bellows 
the cop! At which point the 
diminutive figure of Tony 
Cooper, a Person Of Restricted 
Growth famous for his role in 
the Mare Almond ‘Sex Dwarf’ 
video, clambers out of the 
Jag's boot where he'd been 
asleep. The astounded 
- constabulary let the strange pair 

go immediately! 


Still steaming after successful 
appearances on the recent Kid 
Creole tour, Swans Way 
swam back into the 
Birmingham's Zella studios this 
week to assemble another four- 
song demo. Three new pieces, 
i us as yet untitled, plus ‘Jeux 
fi, Jouer’, the ‘prowl passionelle’ 
(Eh? — Ed) which currently 
EIF closes their live show. The 
f results of their last demo- 


14! sessions were responsible for 
RH whipping ùp the initial 
SPE pre-‘Theme From The Balcony’ 
ii interest in the band over the 


MAN 


GARY BARDEN (left) and 


Schenkers secret guitarist 


| DIE Ss SE 


Michael Schenker acting 
“like brothers and old fellows” — in the words of our 
German correspondent — on Stage at Wiesbaden. But 
is Barden offering or snatching away the beer bottle?! 


exposed 


AND WHILE the two heroes fight over who's gonna 
return the empties out front, Steve Casey knocks the 
riffs out in secret, concealed from the audience by 
towering Marshall speakers and flanked by security 
conscious ‘minders’ who energetically ‘discouraged’ 
attempts to get to the back-stage area. 


GHOST IN THE MACHINE 


“Sunday morning, Nuremburg. The fifth floor of the 
Crest Hotel looks awful. A broken window in the 
vestibule, a wrecked room. Michael Schenker has 
flipped out’ because of girlfriend trouble, it’s said...“ 
So writes German Photo-journalist Frank Eyssen, who covered 


the MSG tour in that country this September. But his observations 
and somewhat bizarre allegations go much further than the routine 


«trashing of hotels. For he firmly maintains he’s witnessed a 


substitute and concealed guitarist playing Schenker's guitar parts, 


while the man himself hammed it up to huge audiences in 
Nuremburg and Wiesbaden recently. 


He told us, in his slightly fractured English: “To find a better 
Photographing position | climbed the stage constrisrtinn os... .... 


Casey, was kept well away from the apres gig Party and the rest of 
the band. 

“1 was told,” says Eyssen, “that it would be far better to forget 
what I'd seen.” 

Unfortunately, German journalists are notorious for their 
sensationalist approach to news gathering, so was this just another 
example of the animal in action? Frank maintained his account — 
running for seven pages of typescript — was accurate and truthful 
with no embellishments. 

He said: “I don’t want to hurt Michael, | think he should be 
helped and ! think the record company are pushing him too hard 
regardless of what has to be done to actually get him on stage. 
They want a return on their investment and will go to any lengths. 
Casey was playing for the duration of the set. | could rose od ooo 


Pix: Frank Eyssen 
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